Countess Wear NatWest CricketForce 2010
Under threatening mackerel skies, a hardy group of 10 volunteers set about a variety of tasks at the start of Countess Wear Cricket Club’s working day at their Winslade Park ground on 28 March.  This was run as part of the ECB’s NatWest CricketForce initiative, involving over 1500 clubs nationwide.
Parts of the pavilion exterior and a picnic table were stained, sight screen frames painted, a new area of paving slabs laid to accommodate future barbecues, existing paving cleaned, encroaching undergrowth cut back on the boundary edge, and fertiliser applied to the square to encourage grass growth after the very cold winter. 
The picnic table was dry enough by lunchtime for the workers to enjoy a fine spread provided, prepared and served by Jane Channing.  This was much appreciated.
Hon Secretary, Mike Fernbank, had arranged for some materials to be donated, free of charge, by local suppliers.  He said, “We are extremely grateful to HomeBase who provided paint for the sightscreens and to Jewsons for providing sand on which to bed the paving slabs”.
The rain finally arrived at 4 pm but, by then, the weary workers were already packing away their tools.  

