COUNTESS WEAR CRICKET CLUB
60th Annual General Meeting
Held at the Coaver Club, Exeter
On Thursday 28th November 2013 starting at 7.15 pm
Present: A. Martin (Chair), B. Berry, M. Fernbank, R. Adams, P. Skinner, M. Bovey, P. Darke, C. Colman,
N. Pateman, J. Liddon, V. Hawkins-Down, M. Davey, I. Ballinger, C. Downes, J. Harris,
S. Millington, D. Rice, J. Bogue (late arrival due to work commitments)
1.
2.

Apologies:

R. Coles, T. Webster, G. Spragg, I. Baskerville, M. Woodman, A. May,
P. Wakely, A. Mullarkey, T. Thorne, K. Skinner, T. Hill
President (A. Martin)
Anthony welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending. He also thanked
those involved in producing the minutes of the AGM each year as they gave a good flavour of what
had been happening within the club.
He was pleased to see that club spirits were still high and extended his thanks to the umpires,
committee, groundsmen etc whose hard work ensured the club kept going. He had unfortunately
not been able to attend many matches this year and there had been no President’s XI match, but
was looking forward to the social evening coming up on 6th December.
This was his 32nd AGM as President.

3.

Minutes of Previous AGM
Minutes of the 59th AGM, held on 29th November 2012, were approved and signed as a true record,
subject to the correct year’s accounts being added.
A query was raised about whether the accounts could be circulated to members in advance of the
AGM for future meetings, but with a year end of 31st October, this is not likely to be possible. We
would need to amend our year end to 30th September if this was to happen and the committee will
consider if this is practical.

4.

Chairman’s Report (R. Adams)
Welcome Mr President, Ladies and Gentlemen to the Countess Wear CC 60th Annual General
Meeting.
I would like to thank everyone for attending this evening, yet again I must say that a few more
would have been better, since this is the opportunity for members to have their say and vote for
officers and committee members. We can only assume that everyone is happy with the job being
done!!
I would like to thank everyone for their assistance, over the year, whether it be committee
members, players or colts and parents. Congratulations to Pete Darke on the completion of his first
year as Treasurer and I would like to remind him that, despite tearing his hair out at times, that it
will get easier after a few years! I have a feeling that, having experienced his first year, anyone
dealing with Club money may well find systems changing and that they are regularly being chased
up, in the forthcoming season!
Again special thanks must go to our ground staff – Bob Berry, Mike Fernbank and Ian Baskerville and
others who have helped in ensuring our high standard of wicket is maintained. Congratulations to
Phil Wakely on completing his ACO Umpire Level 1, despite non-assistance from the 2nd eleven,
during his assessment! He now joins Mike and Ian as umpires. Thanks go to all the colts’ parents for
their help on match days and for the support they give both the players and club, during the year. In
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addition there was a good turnout for the NatWest Cricket Force day, which included a number of
colts and parents and special mention must be made of the input of Ann Mullarkey, who the
following day went back out with new items, to improve the kitchen/catering area.
On the playing field, the 1st team’s season was similar with that of 2012, with a good start but a
poor remaining season. Unfortunately, this year we were not saved on the final day and were
relegated to the E Division! Meanwhile the 2nds were competing at the top of their division but
dropped away over the last 3 games.
Early in the season, the first team were joined by University students Rhys Merriman and Henry (no
relation) Adams who both soon fitted into the team, on and off the field. Top run scorers were Kam
Singh and James Bogue, who were the only batsmen to top 300 runs. James Bogue scored the only
ton, with 107 and also had another score of 77. Those with scores of 50+ were Kam Singh 4 (top
score 71): Dave Harkness 2 (top score) 72: Mark Davey 2 (top score 71). The main wicket takers
were Kav Dias 21 (5 wickets twice), Kam Singh 15 (incl 6 for 49), Mark Davey and Par Singh both got
13 wickets and Carl Downes 10.
For the 2nds, There were 18 scores of 50+ including Tom Bendall 4 (top score 113 no). This 113 was
in an unbeaten 4th wicket partnership of 206 with Phil Irish 89no, away at Kilmington. The other
main scores of 50+ were Phil Irish 3 (top score 89no), Craig Aggett 3 (top score 67) and Martin Bovey
2 (top score 88). There were 5 other players who scored 50+ runs – Paul Diamond (89), Matt
Woodman (84), John Bendall (81), Henry Adams (66), Darren Rice (65) and the returning Adam Frost
(51). The main wicket takers were Tom Bendall (21, including a hat-trick), Dave Sapiecha (15), John
Bendall (14). Special mention must be made of Adam Frost, who only played 2 matches before
picking up an injury and not wanting to risk it further, due to him taking part in an Iron Man race!
As well as the runs mentioned, he also took 6 wickets, including 5 for 7. Part way through the
season Dave Sapiecha felt unable to continue with the captaincy and this was taken over by Martin
Bovey, so we know who to blame for the 2nds not getting promotion!
The Sunday side won 4 of the 5 played, which included a terrific match against Clyst st George,
when they chased down a target of 303, with an over to spare. In the 2nd match against them Clyst
reversed the result by scoring the winning runs on the last ball. A number of people including colts
played in the Sunday teams and those with the highest individual innings were Kav Dias 102no, Kam
Singh 101, Rhys Merriman 70, Jon Heaver 68 and Henry Adams 66. On the bowling side Kam Singh
was the only bowler in double figures with 12 wickets. Special mention must be made of under 14’s
colt Ed Mullarkey who took 4 for 17 against Newton Poppleford.
This year the midweek team was reformed, being well organised and captained by Neil Pateman,
who ensured that everyone got a game and still managed to win Division 2 of the Exeter & District
Evening League. Countess Wear has also entered a team in the Exeter indoor league, under the
management of Ian Ballinger.
Again, under the guidance of Martin Bovey and James Bogue, with assistance from a number of
senior members the colt section continues to go from strength to strength and over the past season
an increasing number of players have turned out for the 2nd and Sunday elevens, with 2 or 3
cementing regular places and making their presence felt. This is a good thing and hopefully the 2014
season will see even more playing regularly in the senior teams.
Off the field of play (cricket that is) we congratulate James and Emma Bogue and Darren and Sian
Rice on their respective marriages and Jon Heaver and Amy Druce on their engagement. Also we
pass our best wishes to vice presidents Reg Coles and Frank Webb, who have been unwell recently.
Actually, I must add our President Anthony who has recently undergone an operation.
On the social side race night and quizzes were again organised and the Club was selected to run the
Matford car boot sale. Thank you to all those who supported these events, however, it would be
nice to see more faces assisting in the fundraising and various working parties. This year it was
decided to have a change from the normal Annual Dinner and Presentation evening. It was felt that,
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due to decreasing numbers, cost and the need to include the colts and their families, something at a
much lower cost should be considered. Due to the time before an alternative event was agreed
upon we were unable to find a suitable venue large enough to hold possible numbers. For this
reason the presentation for senior members and colts, that have played in these teams, is to be held
on Friday 6th December at the Royal Oak, Okehampton Street, whilst the colts event will be held at
a date and venue yet to be confirmed.
Already for next year 2 social events have been organised, to be held at the Pinhoe Jubilee Club,
namely Pub Olympics on Saturday 25th January and a Quiz on Saturday 22nd March. In addition this
year the Club have been fortunate in being given 2 Car boot dates on 16th March and 14th
December. Please put these dates in your diaries and look out for further details, of these and other
events.
As you will be aware, we had hoped to carry out improvements in the changing facilities, however,
this was put on hold with the announcement that Friends Life will be leaving the Winslade site early
in 2015. To date we are uncertain as to how this leaves us, i.e. whether we will still be able to use
the ground and how long for, or whether we need to be looking at alternatives. As you will see
when the Treasurer reports, we currently have a healthy balance but this needs to be maintained
and increased, should we have to relinquish the current ground. This is the worst scenario but to
date no information is forthcoming. We have highlighted our situation with both East Devon and
Exeter City District Councils and James Lang Lascelles, the agents for the owners and hope to have a
meeting with some of these parties early next year. In an ideal situation we will be allowed to stay
at Winslade, with a long lease, which will enable us to look for funding to improve both Clubhouse
and training facilities. If this does not come to fruition there is the possibility of us being provided
with a new site in the area. Our situation has also been brought to the attention of a development,
not too far from where we are, who will be looking to include a cricket ground within their area,
sometime in the future.
If we do have to move, we would prefer to move into the City and nearer to our historic home, so if
anyone is aware of a large field, which could be suitable for cricket please let myself or someone
from the committee know, so we can follow this up.
In the meantime the aim of the Club and all players must be to get the 1st team back into the D
division, with the 2nds also pushing for promotion, so we need two things – bringing new, good
standard players into the Club and regular playing commitment from everyone. Please don’t leave it
to someone else, please give the recruiting of new players serious thought and invite them to nets,
which James Bogue will be arranging asap.
Finally, I apologise for length of my report, wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and
a good 2014 cricket season.
Dates for the next two car boots have been set at 16th March and 14th December and volunteers will
be required to run these.
Report to be accepted: Proposed NP, Seconded MF, carried.
5.

Secretary’s Report (C. Colman)
This year has been a hectic one for various reasons – going back to work full time, taking on extra
roles with the Devon Cricket Board (soon to be webmaster) and choir, hence some of the lack of
detail below! We held four committee meetings during the course of the year which again have
been well attended and thanks go to the committee for their continued support and enthusiasm.
Newsletter – is still ongoing. We have only managed to get one issue out so far this year, but I am
just waiting for some more reports to come in from team captains etc and we should be able to
produce another one before Christmas. It is likely to settle at two per year – one pre season and
one post season.
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Facebook – last year we had 45 ‘likes’ but we are now up to 70. This can still be built on and it
would be good for all players particularly to like the page, if they have not already done so.
Facebook is a very useful tool for sharing photos, videos etc and also for posting details of events,
such as the AGM and the club presentation evening/social which have both been added on there
recently.
Twitter – we have gone from 95 followers last year to 205 followers this year. It is a particularly
useful tool for communicating instant messages and could come in useful for eg team selection
notifications during the summer.
Website – some work still needs to be done in this area, particularly on the Colts page. The page
has been set up but has not yet been populated, so I will liaise with Vikki in the New Year to get this
sorted.
Members Database – thorough audit next year to ensure all contact details are up to date.
It was suggested that match reports from team captains should be posted to the website on a
weekly basis to keep club members up to date with the teams’ progress. (Proposed: P Skinner,
Seconded B. Berry)
The website also needs updating. IB suggested we moved to Play-Cricket as this is free and will
update automatically and will save costs. To be discussed at Committee.
Report to be accepted: Proposed PS, Seconded BB, carried.
6.

Treasurer’s Report (P. Darke)
[A copy of the Accounts is appended to these Minutes]
The accounts for 2012-13 show a healthy bank balance of just over £14.7k.
This means the club generated profit for the year of around £2,024.
A couple of queries were raised on the accounts as presented:
Under officers expenses, B. Berry pointed out that this included petrol which was for machinery and
therefore queried if this should really be included in ground maintenance, not officers expenses
D. Rice asked if we are going to reinvest in the fixed rate bond. Possibly we will, but will need to
discuss at committee meeting as it might be worth looking at a longer period.
M. Bovey raised the issue of the Colts account which is not currently included within the audited
accounts but has a balance of £1,502.12 as at 31/10/2013. It held money from Colts membership
fees etc and needs to now be brought within the audited accounts. The details will be worked out
at committee meetings.
There was a shortfall in match fees, due to there being no Sunday League, but we played more
Saturday matches for to better weather.
Initial audit has been undertaken, but will be signed off after the AGM.
Report to be accepted: Proposed BB, Seconded MB, carried.
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7.

Fixture Secretary’s Report (R. Adams)
Unbelievably we had good weather over the past season and hopefully we will have the same next
year.
I hope that similar to this season I will be able to arrange 3 or 4 pre-season friendlies, although this
will depend on a weekend tour that James Bogue is hoping to arrange in April, possibly around the
Easter weekend with 2 fixtures over 3 days. In the meantime I will be looking at fixtures over the
weekends of 12th/13th April and 26th/27th April.
This season the Sunday side had 7 fixtures, although the game at Thorncombe, due to lack of
availability, was a joint Countess Wear/Thorncombe team against Crewkerne and the Met Office
also dropped out of one game so it was replaced with an interclub match.
For the 2014 season, I will again be looking to arrange 6 or 7 games, possibly going into early
September. Hopefully, we will be able to resurrect the President’s match, although I know he has
had increasing difficulty raising a side, in the previous couple of matches. However, I am sure that
with assistance from the Club help can be provided with getting a side out, should it be needed. I
will talk to Anthony later on this.
We have had an offer from a Club member’s father to produce next season’s fixture card. This
would be ideal, increasing the profile of the Club! To do this we will be looking for advertisers, so if
anyone knows of anyone, please approach them and let me know by the end of February. There will
obviously be a small charge for the adverts. Vickie Down has already found 2 advertisers.
I would also like to reiterate the Chairman’s felicitations!
Report to be accepted: Proposed VD, Seconded MD, carried.

8.

Colts Manager’s Report (M. Bovey)
The colts section goes from strength to strength with many new members joining us through the
Chance to Shine programme, run by James Bogue. The numbers are now around the 30 mark.
We saw the introduction of a bowling machine, and nearly the arrival of new cricket shirts,
sponsored by J W Down Plumbing & Heating. These have now arrived and will be ready for next
season!!!
Both the Under 14's and Under 12's continue to develop and whilst the majority of results did not
go our way the enthusiasm and effort could not be faulted.
Under 14's played 10 games and although no wins were recorded, a number of good efforts were
seen against good opposition, namely Honiton, Thorverton and a very strong Ottery St Mary team.
The Under 12's played eight games and recorded a win against Honiton away, and had excellent
performances against Exeter and the district and county players of Sidmouth.
We also entertained Clyst St George in an enjoyable softball match, again evidence of the growing
numbers of the colts section with three age groups competing this season.
In respect of individual performances etc, these will be revealed at the end of season party.
I will give special mention, though, to the Under 14's who represented the Senior side at Second XI
level. Brad Down kept wicket admirably, with Ed Mullarkey, Joe Abraham, PJ Doran, Brad Carr, Dave
Redford all gave promising performances which bodes well for the clubs future.
Massive thank you's go to the following. My right hand lady Vikki, my chief cleaner Ann Mullarkey,
chief teaslady Simon Gorman, chief scorer Mark Gibbs and all the other parents for their support
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throughout the season. Also to all the seniors for the support with coaching ........James Bogue,
Adam Frost, Bob Adams, Kam Singh, Neil Pateman, Jon Heaver, Mark Davey, James
Blackmore......apologies if I have forgotten anyone!!
And lastly to the brilliant ground staff for the pitches throughout the season.
The bowling machine has been a big success for colts, and batting has improved as a result. BBQ
evenings will be introduced.
Report to be accepted: Proposed MD, Seconded BB, carried.
9.

Ground Report (B. Berry)
I must start by thanking Mike and Ian for their continued support. All work is carried out with good
humour.
The timing of the pre-season rolling this year was spot on. Plenty of moisture allowing us to get
good even compaction in depth. Once into the summer, our problems were opposite to last year as
we strove to keep the grass going. I hope the pitches were a little quicker, but not having been
selected to play, I cannot possibly pass judgement!
At the end of the season, due to good management, the hire of a Graden machine was not required.
I did plough up two pitches above the artificial which I had not been happy with for a couple of
seasons. These were then seeded and top dressed with loam. The ends of all pitches were repaired
and plenty of spiking has been done. The square is now in as good a condition as it has ever been at
this time of the year.
At the beginning of next year, we need to consider the replacement of the second section of
hosepipe and the purchase of a fertiliser spreader.
Report to be accepted: Proposed JH, Seconded MF, carried.

10.

Team Captains
Mid-Week League (Neil Pateman) : 2013 was the first year in the League (in division 2) and we won
the league. There was a core of 6 or 7 players who played 90% of the games and there was no
problem in raising a team. The aim was to have fun and give people a chance to play some cricket
who can’t play on Saturdays. The standard was varied. There was some good play, in particular a
close game at Alphington, which was a key game. There was also a good game at Topsham, but the
highlight was the match at home against Cullompton which included Pete Darke scoring his first 100
in 20/20. We lost away to Exeter Colt, but still came top of the league. We now need to discuss at
the next committee meeting whether to move up a division or stay in division 2. The feeling of most
players was to stay where we were in division 2.
2nd XI (Martin Bovey) : Frustrating but enjoyable season. We ended up 4th only 42 points behind the
winners and 3 of the games we lost were only lost by under 7 runs.
1st XI (Mark Davey in James Bogue’s absence) : Need to encourage more movement between 1st
and 2nd teams. Maybe also involve teams together – maybe with a tour?
It was felt that there is ability within the club but we are underperforming. Not enough nets during
the season and only the same people turn up each time. Need to encourage more players to come
to nets to get the practice.
Report to be accepted: Proposed VHD, Seconded MB, carried.

Page 6 of 11

11.

Election of Captains and Officers
Post
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Fixture Secretary
Colts Manager
Club Welfare Officer
Club Development Officer
1st XI Captain
1st XI Vice Captain
2nd XI Captain
2nd XI Vice Captain
Sunday XI Captain
Sunday XI Vice Captain

Elected Person Proposer
Bob Adams
B. Berry
N/A
Pete Darke
M. Bovey
Bob Adams
I. Ballinger
Martin Bovey
J. Bogue
Neil Pateman
I. Ballinger
James Bogue
I. Ballinger
James Bogue
P. Darke
Mark Davey
M. Bovey
Neil Pateman
P. Darke
Steve Millington N. Pateman
Mark Davey
J. Bogue
by rota

Seconder……
I. Ballinger

Independent Examiner

P. Skinner

M. Davey

B. Berry

V. Hawkins Down
J. Bogue
J. Liddon
D. Rice
P. Skinner
I. Ballinger
I. Ballinger
V. Hawkins Down
D. Rice
V. Hawkins Down

General Committee: Automatic: – Bob Adams, Claire Colman, Peter Darke, Neil Pateman, James Bogue, Mark Davey
Voted-on: – Mike Fernbank, Martin Bovey, John Liddon, Peter Skinner, Vikki Hawkins Down,
Ian Ballinger
Co-opted: – Bob Berry
12.

Subscriptions and Match Fees
These were discussed in detail at committee and the proposal put forward to the AGM was that
subscriptions and match fees were kept the same as for the previous year.
Ie :
Subscriptions
Senior Member £30 (£25 if paid by 31st May 2013)
Junior Member £15 (£10 if paid by 31st May 2013)
Colts Under 17 - £5
Associate Member £5
Match Fees
Senior £5
Junior £3
Weekend Colts £2
Colts Training £2
Visitors Teas - League Matches as mandated by the league.
Friendlies - £33 (or by prior arrangement with opponents)
Maximum Spend On Home Teas £33.
The proposal of no change to match fees was challenged by I. Ballinger on the basis that we are the
cheapest club in Devon and players should pay more than £25 per year to play cricket. Discussions
were had around the fact that we currently do not pay rent and therefore have lower overheads to
cover than some clubs and that higher fees are difficult to collect. We also are currently showing a
profit of over £2,000 so difficult to justify an increase.
Following thorough discussions, it was decided that there was not sufficient support for the counter
proposal at the AGM to make a change and therefore we should keep fees the same for this year,
but discuss fully at committee level and raise again at next year’s AGM.
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It was, however, proposed that the Colts fees should raise to £10.
Proposed I. Ballinger, Seconded V. Hawkins Down, carried.
Teas should stay at £33 (same as for the League). Proposed R. Adams, seconded P. Darke, carried.
13.

Other Business
The 100 Club draw for September, October, November, December and Christmas was made as
follows:

1 prize - £60
2nd prize - £30
3rd prize - £20

September
M. Jones
P Wakely
J Bogue

Christmas
1st prize - £100
2nd prize - £50
3rd prize - £30

E Andrews
Mrs Bovey
J Bogue

st

October
P Skinner
I Baskerville
J Tyler

November
K. Skinner
P Skinner
J & JR Liddon

December
Mrs Bovey
P Skinner
P Irish

The President thanked everyone for attending.
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 10.25 pm.

Signed by………………………………………………. …………….Chair

Date:………………………..
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