COUNTESS WEAR CC COLTS
Thursday 12th May
The Countess Wear Under 11’s got their season off to a start on a pleasant but blustery Thursday early evening at The Friends Provident ground against Exmouth. The Wear, being captained by Mr Garreth Blackmore, won the toss and elected to field. Dave Redmond got us off to a flying start with a wicket in the first over. Some tight bowling and good ground fielding throughout the 16 overs brought us 9 wickets in total and restricted Exmouth to a total of 158, which was achieved, thanks largely to the efforts of one lad who got 37. A bit more practice on the bowling front will reduce the number of extras we give up as the wide count ended on 34 extra runs for Exmouth.
On the batting front, contributions were made by all the boys and they should be proud of the fact that we only lost 3 wickets during our 16 overs, 2 of which were run outs. Unfortunately we fell short of our target and ended up on 145 and lost by 13 runs. The most telling factor was the boundary count, Exmouth scoring 15 against our 2. However, in light of this defeat, all the boys remained upbeat, all shook hands with Exmouth after the game and promised that we would work hard on trying to hit some boundaries in our next game.
 
Sunday 15th May
We arrived at the Clyst St George ground on a lovely sunny and again blustery morning to play our second Under 11’s game against an all-girls side. Most of the girls were aged 12 with some representing Devon in one way or another. Garreth again captained the side and duly lost the toss, with Clyst electing to field first. The 2 Jones’ brothers opened the batting and got us off to a solid start with an opening partnership of 22 runs. This was followed up by the Knowles brothers who put together a partnership of 18, Ed and Joe A coming in 3rd with their partnership of 18 and finally Garreth and a new recruit George Vickery finishing the innings off in spectacular style and a partnership of 30. It must be said that we only lost 2 wickets in our innings, which again was a wonderful effort, but the biggest improvement was in the boundary count. This time, we managed a respectable 16 boundaries which helped towards our total of 208. As always, I will look for areas to improve on and one area we need to work on is the running between the wickets. Some games may hinge on those singles that we are not taking at present.
Part two of our game, and we set ourselves in the field ready to deliver a first class bowling and fielding performance. Within the first 2 overs, we had taken 3 wickets, all of them bowled. Their second pair managed to stabilise things and didn’t lose any more wickets whilst compiling a partnership of 22 runs. However, our boys stuck to their task, continuously encouraged each other and reaped the rewards with another 6 wickets in the last 2 pairs. Clyst ended up on 141 giving us victory by 67 runs. 
Well done to everyone who played in the last 2 games. It is a team game whether your part is small or large and every contribution is important. We will continue to work on the areas that need improvement through hard practice, but above all not forget that we are playing cricket to have fun. See you all on FRIDAY for PRACTICE.

